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IIT alumnus launches tablet
for interactive learning

Our Bureau
Coimbatore, Jan. 2

Rohit Pande, a graduate of In-
dian Institute of Technology,
Delhi and Indian Institute of
Management, Calcutta,
launched his latest innovation
Classpad, a new generation
tablet for personalised and in-
teractive teaching and learn-
ing at ITT Delhi. -

According to Mr Pande,
Classpad would facilitate per-
sonalised and interactive
learning in the classroom and
make education accessible to
every student depending on
his/ her intelligence level and
talent.

“Using Classpad, teachers

would be able to transfer class
work to the students’ tablet ef-
fortlessly, share their own
content and conduct tests/as-
sessments without any hassle,
Students can also attempt as-
sessments and get immediate
results and enhance their
learning techniques,” he said.

FEATURES ‘
It is a touch-screen gadget
with a 7-hour battery life, 1.3
Ghz processing speed and a
built-in memory of 4 GB ex-
pandable up to 8 GB.
Addressing the participants
atthe launch, Mr Rohit Pande,
Chief Executive of Class-
teacher Learning Systems,

said that the education system
in India did not differentiate
students learning capabilities.

“Everyone is taught at the
same level. The software in-
stalled in Classpad tests stu-
dents’ problem  solving,
creativity and application of
language skills and helps cate-
gorise them as fast learners,
average and slow learners.
This in-built artificial intelli-
gence in Classpad will assistin
reducing the monotony of re-
petitive sessions in the class-
room. Teachers can now
complete their syllabus with-
in schedule and get consider-
able time to focus on slow
learners,” he said.

TWO MODELS

Available for students in stan-
dard 3 to 12, Classpad will
serve as an interactive e-read-

_ing device, with the capability

of storing dozens of books.

It can also be integrated
with existing school plat-
forms and be easily connected
to the interactive

" whiteboards.

Classpad is available in 2
models: Trolley model for
multiple student usage and
one Tablet per Child model.

Inr@thehindu.co.in
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lIM-Aset to
choose its
own director

ANUBHUTI VISHNOI
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 2 -

the first IIM in the

country to choose its
own director. Set to for-
mally accept the revised
Memorandum of Associa-
tion (MoA) proposed by the
Indian Institute of Manage-
ment (IIM), the Union
HRD Ministry will allow in-
creased autonomy to the
management institute.

Prof Samir Barua, who is
currently IIM-A’s director,
will complete his term later
this year and his successor is
likely to be selected through
the new procedure which
will encourage active partic-
ipation by the ITM.

As per the revised MoA,
the IIM’s Board of Gover-
nors — and not the ministry
— will set up a search-cum-
sclection committee on its
own and this committee will
then shortlist three candi-
dates for the post of the IIM
director.

The IIM-A BoG will for-
ward these names to the
HRD Ministry which will
then be able to choose a di-
rector only from amongst
these shortlisted candi-
dates.

The IIM’s BoG will also
be able to select its own
chairman in a similar fash-
ion. This new process marks
quite a departure from the
selection process in effect
until now,

-1IMs have for years been
engaged in a tug-of-war of
sorts with the government

I IM-Ahmedabad will be

for more autonomy.

“IIM-A will be able to
select its own director under
the new MoA, The IIM-A
director will soon complete
his term and the new direc-
tor will come in through the
new selection process. This
will go a long way in bring-
ing more autonomy to
IIMs,” HRD Ministry
sources said. '

As of now, it is the min-
istry which forms a search-
cum-selection committee in
collaboration with the IIM
BoG and also chooses one
of the candidates shortlisted
by the committee, allowing
the government to wield its
influence right from the be-
ginning of the selection
process.

While this process allows
no room for the IIM or its
BoG any say in the appoint-
ment of its director, the new
process promises to be initi-
ated and driven by the IIMs
themselves.

Incidentally, the ITT Re-
view Committee headed by
R C Bhargava had also rec-
ommended the same.

“We recommend that
the director of each IIM be
selected and appointed by
the Board of each ITM, with
the conditions of service be-
ing approved by the pan
1IM Board. The process of
selection should be deter-
mined by each Board. We
also recommend that the se-
lection field should be
broad-based to attract the
best available talent,” the
Bhargava Committee said
inits report,
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AFFAIRS

University

all set

to undergo total
administrative rehaul

Shaswatl Das
» shaswat! das@hindustantimas com

NEW DELHI: Delhi University is all
set to witness an all-round
administrative revamp. From
basic administrative functions
such as tabulating attendance
to extra curricular activities for
students, a complete metamor-
phosis is under way.

INTERNAL ASSESSMENT
DU V-C Dinesh Singh stated
that the management would
soon review the procedure to
ensure fairness and trans-
parency. “There have been sev-
eral problems with this system.
We have received a lot of com-
plaints from students about its
unfairness,” said Singh.
However, teachers in DU
begged to differ. “First, for stu-
dents who are not academical-
ly strong, we try and ensure that
they get a sufficient buffer so
that they can pass their main
exams, Also, ‘reviewing’ inter-
nal assessments will not leave
any incentive for students to
take their assignments and tests
seriously,” said a professor.

ATTENDANCE TO BE PUT
UP ONLINE

Mistakes that usually creep in
when attendance is tabulated
may soon become a thing of the
past. The university is planning

here have been many
problems with internal
assessment system. We
have received a lot of
complaints from students
about its unfairness.

DINESH SINGH
DUV-C

to put the students’ monthly
attendance on its website.
“The students and their par-
ents can check this attendance.
Every time, attendance issues
crop up at the end of the semes-
ter and we are trying to iron out
the problems,” the V-C said.

INTERNSHIPS

DU is also going to announce an
internship programme for stu-
dents. Students will be offered
internships at the Vice Regal
Lodge (the V-C’s office) for a
couple of days, wherein, they
will be privy to DU’s adminis-
trative work.

COMPUTERISED RESULT
DU has also switched over to a
more technologically savvy
method of computing results.
That was why they came out with
the semester results in record
time. “This system has greatly
reduced the scope of error,” said
HP Singh, DU proetor.
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From 2013, 4-yr Hons course in DU

Manash Pratim Gohaln | Tnn

New Delhi: Delhi University is plan-
ningtoadd another academic year to
its existing three-year undergradu-
ate- course starting 2013, The BA,
BCom and BSc courses are likely to
be structured in a way that even ifa
student opts out before completing
four years, either a diploma or a less-
er degree will be awarded. Students
will also getto study a wider range of
subjects in the first year before hav-

»Wider range of subjects,P 6

3-year PG course on
family medicine soon

Family physicians — medical pract-
itioners that were fast disappearing
-are beingrevived. With India
witnessing a rush of medical students
keenonbecoming“specialists”, the
Union health ministry and Medical
Council of India (MCI) has notified
introduction ofanewthree-year /
post-graduate course — MD in famlly
medicine. P9

ingtolock in a specialization.

As per vicecchancellor Dinesh
Singh’s plans, the four-year degree
will have a core curriculum compris-

inggeneral studies in the first yearand
students will be allowed to opt for
courses across streams. The student
can then choose a specialization in the

second year. In case a student wishes
to drop out in the second year, he or
she can opt for skill-based subjects
and get a diploma, A student leaving
inthe third year will get a general de-
gree while those completing four
years will bag a specialized degree
equivalent toa present-day Honours.

According to university officials,
experts are workingon amechanism

_ toaddress possible problems that the

switchover may create. “The univer-
sity is planning to introduce the four-
year degree programme from 2013.
Right now it is in the planning stage
as we need to work out on a lot of is-
sues. That is why we need to start
early so that we are ready with our
plans well on time,” Singh told TOL
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At %6k salary, Kerala univ
asked Einstein to be VC

Thiruvananthapuram:
Decades before India em-
barked on its quest for super-
powerstatus, thetiny prince-
ly state of Travancore had
aimed it highin 1937 when it
made a bid to enlist the ser-
vices of great physicist Al-
bert Einstein as vice-chan-
cellor of its fledgling
university for a monthly pay
of Rs6,000.

The founder of modern
physics, however, politely
declined the offer, saying he
wanted to join Princeton
University in the US. The
Travancore University, later
renamed as University of
Kerala, celebrates its plati-
num jubilee this year.

According to eminent his-
torian, late Prof A S Menon,
who authored a comprehen-
sive history of the Travan-
core university, seeking Ein-
stein's service wasthe ideaof
the then Diwan (Prime Min-
ister) of Travancore Sir C P

AMEAD OF TIME: The founder
of modern physics, however,
declined the offer

Ramaswamy Aiyar Aiyar
was a shrewd administrator
and multifaceted scholar
who kept abreast of contem-

, porary developments, includ-

ing those inmodern science.
Citing records of local
people’s council, Menon says
Aiyar advised the reigning-
prince Chithira Tirunal Bal-
arama Varma, the last Maha-
raja of Travancore, to invite
Einstein to decorate the pres-
tigious academic post. Aiyar

thought the prestige and sta-
tus of the university would
get elevated if a great scien-
tist like Albert Einstein
agreed tohead it,

According to historian M
G Sashibhushan, Aivar had
tried to bring not only Ein-
stein but many other famous
personalities from various
academic disciplines as fac-
ulty at the university. “Ihave
heard people saying of CP's
public announcement about
the proposal first at the Sree
Chitra State Council. But as
far as I know, unfortunately,
the copy of the letter sent to
Einstein is yet to be traced,”
Sashibhushan said.

Data from 1947 on-
wardsshows thatinflation
rate in India has averaged
around 6.4%. Extrapolat-
ing this to the time be-
tween 1937 and 1947, Rs
6,000 then would be equiv-
alent to Rs 6.3 lakh per
month today. rni
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President inaugurates new
SHAR Mission Control Centre

It will meet requirements for launch of GSLV Mark-lil

Staff Reporter

NELLORE: President Pratibha
Patil visited the Satish Dha-
wan Space Centre (SDSC
SHAR) at Sriharikota here on
Monday and dedicated the
new Mission Control Centre
to the nation.

She also witnessed a sim-
ulation of the launch of the
Polar Satellite Launch Vehi-
cle (PSLV) at the Mission
Contrel Centre and various
exhibits of the advances in
space science and technolo-
gy. The new centre has been
developed with state-of-the-
art facilities to meet the re-
quirements for the launch of
the Geo-Synchronous Satel-
lite Launch Vehicle Mark-111
and future missions of the
Indian Space Research Orga-
nisation (ISRO).

Later, she visited the First
Launch Pad, where the in-
tegration of the soon-to-be-
launched of PSLV-C19 was in
progress.

In her address to ISRO sci-
entists, the President said
the entire country was lock-
ing forward to the suctessful
flight-testing by the ISRO of
the indigenous cryogenic
stage on-board GSLV-1. “I
understand that our next
generation heavy-lift launch
vehicle, GSLV Mark I11, is al-
$0 in an advanced stage of
development.”

Ms. Patil said the country
felt a sense of joy and pride
following the success of
Chandrayaan-1 and the re-
markable discovery of water

molecule on the lunar sur-

face, “I am sure the country
will rejoice and once again be

President Pratibha Patil visits the Satish Dhawan Space Centre at Sriharikota
on Monday to inaugurate the new Mission Control Centre. Here, ISRO
 Chairman K, Radhakrishnan explains the exhibits.
- PHOTO: BY SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

proud when the Chan-
drayaan-2 mission places the
lander-and-rover modules
on the lunar terrain.”

She said the overriding ob-
jectives of science and tech-

nology should be to utilise
their application and re-
search for the overall benefit
of society. Pointing out that
space-based applications
revelutionised the way the

government reached out to
its citizens, she called for de-
veloping tele-agriculture to
educate farmers about rain-
fed and dry-land farming and
to help in higher agriculture
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productivity and increased
incomes.

Observing that the role of
observation systems in space
and development of the lat-
est technology as well as
weather prediction systems
would become of even grea-
ter importance in the years
ahead for food, water and en-
ergy security, Ms. Patil said:
“The impact of climate
change and the occurrence of
disasters require enhancing
our early warning systems
and response capabilities.
This will have a direct impact
on the people and their live-
lihood. In all these, the con-
tribution of space technology
is crucial.”

She said space cooperation
was an important aspect of
India’s engagement with
other countries and the
country enjoyed a niche
among space-faring nations.
Satellite navigation was also
coming up as 2 new vista in
the Indian space programme
and expressed her delight at
the fact that a constellation
of seven navigation satellites
would provide navigational
services for civilian and stra-
tegic applications in the
coming days.

Earlier, ISRO Chairman K.
Radhakrishnan, SDSC SHAR
Director M.C. Dathan and
other senijor officials of the
ISRO and the Department of

. Space received the Presi-

dent.

Ms. Patil presented ISRO
awards for 2008-09, includ-
ing the Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award to the former
ISRO chairman, K. Kasturi-
rangan,
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NEW DELHI: Brushing aside an
embarrassing scandal in gov-
ernment-funded Bt cotton
research as a one-off case, the
agriculture ministry has said it
would continue to aggressively
push public research in genet-
ic engineering

In the pipeline is the hunt for
anext-generation “super Bt cot-
ton", a project worth 8,200
CTOre.

Two Bt cotton variants

claimed by government scien-
tists as “indigenous technolo-
gv" were found to be based on
US biotech giant Monsanto's Bt
colton gene, putting the credi-
hility of the government-fund-
ed farm science under a cloud.

In a meeting chaived by agri-
culture minister Sharad Pawar
recently, the Indian Council for
Agricultural Research (ICAR)
has given the go-ahead for a
multi-pronged project to devel-
op a Bt cotton variety that will
offer protection from multiple
pests and diseases,

EARLIER, TWO VARIETIES
OF BT COTTON CLAIMED
T0 BE ‘INDIGENOUS'
WERE FOUND TO BE
BASED ON A US FIRM'S

The project aims to create
genes that would offer protec-
tion from jassids — a leal hop-
ping pest — and also give viral
immunity to the cotton plant.

Part of the funds will alse be

used to create farm tools, such
as cotton-picking machines.

“You could call this a super
Bt cotton. There is a big mar-
ket for Bt cotton and there is no
reason why the government
should not promote research.
The recent scandal is a one-off
case,” Swapan Kumar Dutta,
ICAR deputy director general
of erops told HT.

Dutta said the farm ministry,
as a matter of poliey, firmly
believes in continuing research
in genetic engineering. “The
recent scandal is of no concern
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to push I8,200-cr ‘super Bt cotton’

because the two varieties were
withdrawn long back because
of poor performance...,” he said.

Dutta said disciplinary action
on the errant scientists had been
left to the universities.

Bikaneri and NHH 44 were
the only genetically modified
varieties of Bt cotton developed
through government-funded
research to provide cheaper
alternatives to farmers, while
numerous other privately devel-
oped varieties crowd India's roy-
alty-driven 32,000-crore cotton
seed market.
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Twin NASA probes
in lunar orbit

On gravity-mapping mission; data to be used to model moon's interior

Reuters

Cape Canaveral, Fla., Jan. 2
Two robotic probes began or-
biting the moon on Sunday in
preparation for an unprece-
dented mission to map the lu-
nar interior,

NASA’s twin Gravity Re-
covery And Interior Labora-
tory, or GRAIL, spacecraft
wrapped up 4-million-km
journey to put themselves into
lunar orbit on Saturday and
Sunday.

"~ Qver the next two months,
the probes’ 55-km-high orbits
will be adjusted to get them
into optimal positien to mea-
sure the pushes and pulls of
the moon’s gravity, data that
scientists can use to model
what is inside the moon.

“Pop the bubbly and toast
the moon,” NASA wrote on its
Twitter feed after the first
GRAIL spacecraft finished a
40-minute braking manoceu-
vre at 5 p.m. EST (2200 GMT)
on New Year’s Eve.

The second spacecraft fol-
lowed suit 25 hours later. Both
are needed for the intricate
gravity-mapping mission
scheduled to begin in March.

“Everything is looking
good,” NASA wrote as ground
control teams received radio
signals on Sunday confirming
the second spacecraft’s arriv-
al. “It's going to be a great
2012” '

2 MONTHS TO BE IN POSITION
Over the next two months, the
probes’ orbits will be tweaked
until they are flying in forma-

This undated artist rendering provided by NASA on December 21, 2011 shows the twin Grail

spacecraft mapping the lunar gravity field. — AP

tion low over the lunar poles.
As the spacecraft fly over den-
ser regions of the moon, they
will speed up slightly in re-
sponse to the extra gravita-
tional tugs.

By constantly measuring
changes in the distance be-
tween the two craft, scientists
can create a gravity map of the
moon. The changes in speed
willbe assubtle as a fraction of
amicron per second. A micron
is about the width of a red
blood cell.

The data will be used to
model the moon’s interior, a

key piece of information still
missing despite more than 100
previous missions to the
moon, including six human
expeditions during NASA’s
1969-1972 Apollo program.

Scientists believe the moon
formed when an object about
the size of Mars smashed into
Earth shortly after the forma-
tion of the solar system about
4.5 billion years ago., But ques-
tions about how the moon
evolved remain.

One longstanding question
is why the far side of the moon
is so different from the side

that permanently faces Earth,
The near side is filled with
large, dark plains formed by
ancient volcanic eruptions,
while the far side is virtually
all highlands.

TOLAST 82 DAYS

The mission is scheduled to
last 82 days, but if the solar-
powered probes, built by
Lockheed Martin Corp, sur-
vive beyond the next lunar
eclipse in June, the $496-mil-
lion mission could be extend-
ed for a more detailed
mapping survey,
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